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4. Read the sentences below.

"Normally, Claire only saw her father two Saturdays each month. She didn't mention
these extra visits to her mother. Claire's mom hardly ever spoke to her father,

especially since he married Marsha."

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made?
A. Claire's parents are divorced; Marsha is her stepmother.
B. Claire's parents live far away from one another.
C. Claire's mother misses her friend Marsha.
D. Claire's mother misses talking to Claire's father.

5. What is this story mainly about?
A. A young woman reacting to her father's cancer diagnosis
B. The relationship between a mother and daughter
C. A father's wishes for his daughter
D. The process of cell division

6. Read the following sentences:

"Her father's eyes didn't have the same spark. His cheek bones stuck out
prominently. He had already dozed off again. They didn't look anything alike
anymore."

What is the author most likely trying to convey with the description above?

A. Claire's father doesn't like his hospital shakes.
B. Claire's father is very sick from his cancer.

C. Claire's father is angry with Claire.
D. Claire's father is ready to leave the hospital.
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Marsha explained to Claire that her father was very sick. The doctors had to give
, the medicine would make him feel sicker. But then, it

him strong medicine.
would make him better.

A. However
B. Initially

C. Obviously

D. On the other hand

8. Why does Claire try to leave the hospital room before Marsha arrives?

9. Describe how the relationship between Claire and Marsha changes in the story.
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

10. Read the following sentences"

"Claire carefully pulled the slip of paper from the cookie and read her fortune silently:
‘Sometimes in sorrow we find the greatest joy.' She handed it to Marsha. 'Here,' said

m

Claire, 'this one should be for both of us.

Based on the evidence in the passage, why does Claire claim the fortune is for "both

of them"?
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by Alizah Salario

Claire opened the blinds in her father's hospital room and watched a bar of sunlight slice
across his face. She walked over to his bed and straightened the pillow behind his head.

Her father smiled.

Claire hated how the nurses never paid attention to detail. When she came to visit, his
blankets were often pushed to the foot of the bed, or the remote was on the floor.
Sometimes Claire's father was too weak to bend down and reach it.

"No practice today?" Claire's father asked in a raspy voice.
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smile that made her feel about two feet tall.

"l know what chemo is," Claire had snapped. She rolled her eyes. Marsha talked to her like
she was five, not fiteen. Didn't she know her father told her everything? She knew the
chemo would shrink the tumor. Claire knew it would make him lose his appetite and his hair.

He might get very skinny, and not have much energy.

Claire imagined what the chemo was doing to her father's cells. She imagined a character

flowing into her father's bloodstream and zapping the cells filled with disease, like lightning.
There would be sparks and popping sounds as the chemo battled the cancer. Suddenly

she felt silly. She was too old to imagine that sort of thing.

The doorknob turned. Claire was startled. She looked up just as Marsha entered the room.
"Hi Claire. | hoped you would be here. | brought us Chinese food," said Marsha.

"I'm not hungry," said Claire. She wondered why Marsha was being so nice.

Marsha sighed. She looked at Claire, then at her husband. Marsha took his face between
her palms and kissed him gently on the forehead. He shifted, but didn't wake up. Claire felt

embarrassed at the sight of her affection.

Marsha put the food on the table. She divided the fried rice and Kung Pao chicken onto two
plates.

"Eat, or it will get cold," said Marsha.

Claire walked to the table reluctantly. It seemed wrong to eat in front of her father. For the
past few weeks, he could only have special shakes. Claire had a sip of one, and it tasted

like chalk.
"You're not mad I'm here?" Claire asked.
"No," Marsha said. "In fact, | think you should spend as much time with your father as you

want."

Claire opened her eyes wide. She tried not to blink. If she did, she feared she might cry.
Then she looked at Marsha. Her eyes looked wet and glassy. Was she going to cry, too?

Marsha suddenly sat up straight and smiled.
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"Well, I'm starving. Dig in," said Marsha.

They both picked at their food. Afterwards, Marsha handed Claire a fortune cookie.

Claire carefully pulled the slip of paper from the cookie and read her fortune silently:
"Sometimes in sorrow we find the greatest joy."

She handed it to Marsha.

"Here," said Claire, "this one should be for both of us."
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Name:
1. Where does this story take place?

A. a hospital
B. a pond
C. a school
D. a house

2. How does Claire respond to her father's brain cancer and hospitalization?

A. She refuses to visit him.

B. She visits him more frequently.

C. She tries to spend more time with Marsha.
D. She distracts herself with homework.

3. Read the sentences below.

"Claire walked over to her father's bed and straightened the pillow behind his head.
She skipped swim practice to see him. Sometimes she held a cup of water up to his

chin while he drank from a straw.”

Based on this evidence, what conclusion can be made?
A. Claire is practicing to be a nurse.
B. Claire cares about her father and wants to help him.
C. Claire's mother is forcing her to care for him.
D. Claire's father treats her like a servant.




